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2014 Theme:  This year’s theme is ‘Where The Wild Things Are: Life In, On and Near Streams in Loudoun County.’    We hope 
this theme will prompt students to do two things:  first, to research in the library and online the variety of plants and animals 
that live in, on and near streams;  and secondly, to go outside to explore the waters of Loudoun County where they can 
observe, sketch, photograph and familiarize themselves with stream wildlife.  We recognize that not all students will have 
access to wild streams, and where this is difficult for students, we suggest that they find and observe the natural 
environment around the water feature (culvert, drainage feature, retention pond, etc.) that has moving or standing water 
that is closest to their home.  Then using what they have learned and observed we want them to develop and submit posters, 
poems, prose and works of art that capture some or all of what they have learned.  While there are endless ‘apps’ for almost 
everything, there is no app for wading in a stream, dipping a net to catch aquatic insects, watching a leaf drift slowly 
downstream, or quietly listening to birds. We want this contest to get students OUTSIDE and observing and experiencing 
nature by streams first-hand not just copying text and pictures from Wikipedia.  For teachers this is an ideal opportunity to 
turn your STEM lessons into STEAM lessons by adding an art component and a chance to broaden learning by bridging the 
Science/Art teaching divide.  For students

Background:  Loudoun Watershed Watch (LWW) and the Loudoun Environmental Stewardship Alliance (LESA) are once again 
hosting the annual Family Stream Day. This event affords all  residents of Loudoun County an opportunity to enjoy a variety 
of hands-on, family friendly activities that are both fun and educational and which provide valuable insights into the health, 
preservation, and enjoyment of county streams. The Family Stream Day art contest affords county teachers from all subject 
areas a wonderful teaching opportunity in which they can encourage students to take some time to consider where their 
household water comes from, how they can take small, personal actions at home and at school which will preserve, protect, 
improve county streams.  

, this is an ideal opportunity to connect with the beauty of water, develop an 
understanding of the local ecology, produce artwork and/or writing that is inspired by new explorations, and perhaps win a 
prize as well. 

Family Stream Day Event:  The 2014 Family Stream Day will be held Saturday, October 18th, from 11 AM to 3 PM at Lyndora 
Park which is located at 43624 Lucketts Bridge Cir, Ashburn, VA, 20148.  Details of the specific activities and exhibitors will be 
posted at  www.LoudounNature.org and www.loudounwatershedwatch.org in September.   
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Family Stream Day Contest Guidelines:   

The contest is open to all Loudoun county students in grades K-12 (public, private, and home school).   

• Entry Evaluation:  Judges will consider the following when evaluating entries while applying appropriate 
considerations for entrants’ grade level: 

o Knowledge

o 

:  How well the entry demonstrates the student’s knowledge of the aquatic plants and/or 
animals they have chosen to discuss and how much of that information is based on actual observation;  
Creativity

o 

:  Does the entry present information in a way that demonstrates personal inventiveness, careful 
attention, a personal perspective, and/or special originality in how the information is presented ; and 
Content Level

• Posters:  Maximum size is limited to 11” by 17”. 

:  Is the information in the entry consistent with Grade level SOLs of the student making the 
submission and does it reflect the application of  time, attention, effort and initiative. 

• Essays and Poems:  May be hand printed or typed, but must fit on two sides of one 8.5” by 11” (standard letter size) 
piece of paper, and if typed,  have  1.5 line spacing and use 12 point font or larger. 

• Photographs:  Limited to one photograph per student.  Photos should not be larger than 8” by 10” or smaller than 4” 
by 6”.  They may be standard or digital format and either color or black and white.  Photos must be accompanied by 
a student statement

• IMPORTANT:  The following information must appear on the back of each hard copy submission or in the text of 
the forwarding email: 

 (it may be brief, but the above essay restrictions apply) explaining how the image relates to the 
contest theme. 

o Student’s Name 
o Grade 
o Age 
o School Name 
o Teacher’s Name 

• Submission Deadline:  All entries must be received by 5:00 pm on Monday October 6th, 2013.  Entries may be mailed 
or hand carried to:  Loudoun Water, 44865 Loudoun Water Way, Ashburn, VA 20147 Attn:  Mr. Guillermo Toruno or 
emailed to Mr. Toruno at GToruno@loudounwater.org. 

• Disposition of Entries:  All entries become the property of the sponsoring organizations and may be used at their 
discretion.  The sponsors reserve the right to alter a poster’s design for printing purposes.  Students may request the 
return of their original submissions and if so, they may pick them up at the FSD Event. 

• Prizes:  A Top Entry Prize of a $25 gift certificate will be awarded to the best entry (poster, essay, poem or photo) in 
each of the following categories which may be adjusted depending on the mix of entries: 

Elementary (Grades K-5) 
Middle School (Grades 6-8) 
High School (Grades 9-12) 

 
Additionally, the top 50 entries overall, as determined by the judges, will receive a certificate of recognition.  School 
principals will be notified of the winners in their schools by October 8th so that students may be notified in turn and 
make plans to attend Family Stream Day if they wish. 
 
Prizes will be awarded at the Family Stream Day Event in Ashburn on October 18th.  Students need not be present to 
win but are encouraged to attend.  Students who wish to obtain their original submissions should plan to pick them 
up at the event. 
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Resources:  Both Teachers and Students are encouraged to use the online resources relating to county streams and 
watershed science available at the sponsors’ websites as well as the other websites listed below: 

• Loudoun Watershed Watch:  www.loudounwatershedwatch.org Great resources and tools related to county 
streams and watershed science.  An eye-opening site with appeal for both students and teachers. 

• Loudoun Environmental Stewardship Alliance:  www.loudounnature.org The Environmental Resource Guide may be 
downloaded from the site and lists the resources made available to citizens, students and teachers by LESA member 
organizations. 

• Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy:  www.louodounwildlife.org and in particular their Stream Monitoring Page at 
http://www.loudounwildlife.org/Stream_Monitoring.htm.  

• The Newton Marasco Foundation:  www.newtonmarascofoundation.org and of special interest to science teachers 
at all grade levels, their great new downloadable Environmental Education games that are in the style of the TV 
game shows, Jeopardy and Who Wants To Be a Millionaire at www.newtonmarascofoundation.org/teach/classroom-
games-toolkit/. 

• Loudoun County Water Resources  www.loudoun.gov/index.aspx?NID=1363   Learn more about water and 
hydrology in Loudoun County: Floodplains, Stormwater, Water Resources Monitoring, Watersheds,  Wetlands and 
reports and graphs of current and recent hydrological conditions in our area. 

Contacts:  For more information, please contact: 

Mr. Hayden Mathews, LESA Chair, at riverstories@comcast.net,  
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