
Loud oun County, V i r g i ; l i a  

The Ca toc t in  C ~ e ~ l c  'ratershead was p a r t  of an open h u n t i n g  
ground of many Ind ian  t r i b e s ,  who were not s e t t l e r s ,  b l ~ t  mainly 
hunters,4 f isllernen. 

Records i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Captain Henry Eath,  a  German exp lo re r  
and Ind ian  t r c d e r ,  had t r a v e l e d  t h e  P ~ t o n a c  (Pototr~mack) River  and 
some of i t s  t r i b u t a r i e s  from t h e  Tidewatc:r over t h e  Allegheny 
F,;ountains t o  t h e  G . i o  River  i n  1667. 

With c o n s t a ~ t  t ronb le s  b e t ~ i e e n  t h e  i ~ l g o n q u i n  and I roquois  
T r i b e s , .  t h e  l a t t e r  of vr?hich e v e n t u a l l y  co~?o,uo~ed t h e  Susquehann~cks ,  . . the  a r r i v a l  of t he  iJiscata.::ays on Conoy ..sland i n  t h e  Potomac River ,  
above t h e  Point  of Xocl~s, vihere t h e y  s e t t l e d  i i l  a  f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e ,  
caused Governor iticholson of ! ' i r ~ i n l a  t o  send Burr Har r i son  and 
Gi les  Vandercas te l  t o  summon the  Emporer of t h e  Fiscata~::ays t o  
Wi l l i ans  burg i n  1731. 

Even w i t h  some Indian t r o u b l e s  s t i l : .  e x i s t i n g  i n  t he  l a t e  
1600's  it is obvi3us t h a t  s e t t l e m e n t  ,;;as takini;  p lace ,  niost ly by 
Traders  i n  t he  e a r l y  1700 's .  Robert  Brool.:els map'of 1737 "A P lan  
of t he  Pot omac R i v e r .  from t h e  Sllerrendo town t o  Ci~ipz~va!ni.siclr !I 

shows, emong o the r  q u a r t e r s  and owners, one James 1l6ber ly1s  
q u a r t e r  below the  t he  nouth of t h e  "Catoc:ktan". d ' f e n  e a r l y  
Geri~ans  who f olloi.red t r a p p i n g  for a  - l i v i n g ,  s e t t l e d  on t h e  banlcs 
of t h e  Ca toc t in  Creek, t h e  home of t h e  Bc?aver, and reaped a  r i c h  
and r eca rd  ing  ha rves t .  

Se t t l ement  of t h e  Catoc t in  Vul.ley f  laom T a y l o r s t  own t o  l l o r r i son -  
v i l l e  was done mainly by Gsrnans ?ram Perinsylvania and t h e  a r e a  

I t  today is  s t i l l  knonn a s  t h e  C-erman S e t  tl.ementtl . Thei r  nearby 
neighSoors x e r e  Sc o t s ~ e n  and 3nglLsh Qu~.kers  who s e t t l e d  t be 

vill-: .go o f  i,'!aterior6, c i t h  b r o t h e r s  and c:ousi.cs or' t he  Engl i sh  
Qualcers s e t t l i n g  the  a r e a  around t h e  Li.nc:lon, V i r g i n i a  community 
o r i g i n a l l y  known a s  Goose Creek. 

I n  t h e  Catoc t in  Creek v a l l e y  t h e  forpest was r a p i d l y  c l e a r e d ,  
l og  - h3uses e r ec t ed  and a  system of s m a l l  fami ly  farni .ng laas i n -  
augra te2 .  The f i r s t  Sheep - i n  t he  County ?:ere in-iroduced by t h e s e  
i n d u s t r i c u s  s e t t l e r s .  ' - 5 t h  mackinery v i r t : i l s l l g  non-exis tant  they  
were limiteci t o  han6 t o o l s  f o r  no rk ing  a11d t h e  Sp inn ing  IJheel 
and Loom f o r  t he  weaving of f a b r i c s  f o r  c , lo tnine .  Thus t h e i r  l i f e  
was one of a  s i l~ lp le ,  f r u g i l e  and harduor!.:ing people. 



By t h e i r  hard work and simple needs and a  r i g i d  economy, 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e s e  people, t hey  soor1 became among t h e  most 
prosperous i n h a b i t a n t s  of the  County. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a p l e  
c rop  of Tobacco and Orchards t h e  f o r e s t s  were f i l l e d  r r i th  game, 
b e r r i e s  and nuts  and t h e  s t reams  f a i r l y  sv~armed vrith f i s h .  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  1730 ' s  Richard Erown had e r r e c t e d  a  h i i l l ,  i:Iillers 
House and a  home f o r  h imself ,  soae f o u r t y  y e a r s  before  t h e  founding 
of the  Plational Cap i to l .  The I :I i l l  (53-102) is now a  most a t t r a c t i v e  

11 r e s idence  and h i s  homo Iiunting H i l l "  (53-83) has  been vie11 preserved 
,and l o v i n g l y  cared fo r .  Iiis son so ld  t h e s e  a n d  t h e  farm w i t h  then 
t o  Thomas Taylor  i n  1784, f o r  &om Taylors  Tomn n h i c h  he c a l l e d  
"biil . lf  ord" rias named. These a r e  aaong seven s i f i u l a r  s t r u c t u r e s  nov; 
loca ted  i n  t he  Tag lo r s t  win H i s t o r i c  P re se rva t ion  Area I l i s t r i c t ,  
r e c e n t l y  approved by the  County Planning Commission and S u p e r v i s ~ r s  
and now be ing  considered f o r  S t a t e  and Xat iona l  R e g i s t e r  s t a t u s .  

. . 

By 1740 Amos Janneg had b u i l t  a  Log : ' d i l l  o n  t h e  west  s  ide of 
t h e  Ca toc t in  Creek a.t t h e  n o r t h  end of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Uate r ford ,  
which he founded. This Z i l l  was r e loca t ed  t o  t he  e a s t  s i d e  of tile 
c r e e k  . i n  t h e  l a t e  1700 ' s ,  and the  p re sen t  Three s t o r y  B r i c k  one 
(53-6 -being renumbered) which now belongs t o  the  Vlaterford Foundation,  
Inc. ,  was b u i l t  on the  same s i t e  i n  t h e  e w l y  1800 's .  Th i s  s t r u c t u r e  
i s  now loca t ed  i n  t he  Waterford E i s t o r i c  P re se rva t ion  Area D i s t r i c t  
which i s  l i s t e d  o n  t he  S t a t e  and Na t iona l  R e g i s t e r  2 n d  has a l s o  
been des igna ted  a s  a  Ka t iona l  E i s t o r i c  Landmark. 

I n  1760 Richzrd Roach p e t i t i o n e d  the  Court f o r  permiss ion t o  
bu i ld  a  I d i l l  on " t h e  Ki t toctan1 '  (53-326). This was loca t ed  near 
t h e  Ca toc t in  Creek Bridge (53-131) which i s  a  S t a t e  and ivat ional  
R e g i s t e r  landmark. 

I1 I n  t h e  e a r l y  1830 's  John IIamilton b u i l t  h i s  Fornan IVIill" 
(now c a l l e d  Ca toc t in  Si l l  Farm 53-432), j  st above t h e  Xi11 of 
Richard Erown. A n  1806 i;:utual l i ssurznce -1'slicy d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  a s  
a  t h r e e  s t o r y  Stone LIerchant i . ; i l l  44'X401 wi th  a  Sam Xi11  ooera- 
t i o n  a s  wel l .  A sma l l  community evolved h ~ ? r e  w i t h  a   ist tiller^, 
School  and S t o r e .  

J u s t  s h o r t l y  up the  Eeaverdam f o r k  0:: t h e  Ca toc t in  Creek, 
Enoch F ranc i s  b u i l t  a  t h r e e  s t o r y  S tone  ?.::ill i n  1603, which 
l a t e r  became a  F u l l i n g  i. : i l l  or 1.ianufactor:r (53-219). It was 
here  t h a t  homespuns were cleaned of anima:L grease  and s o i l ,  
shrunken t o  a  fTrm rTea7j.e, snothed of s t r e a t c h e d  an6 napped 

I1 
- 

t o  a firm weave. Bounci.ng ~ e t "  and Tease:L p l a n t s  can s t i l l  be 
found he re .  The 'former " r ' u l l e r  Eerbs" be ing  used i n  c l e a n i n g  t h e  
c l o t h  and the  Burrs  of the l a t t e r  used t 'o r a i s e  t h e  knap on t h e  
c l o t h .  a SO% 6. LtirrS' 
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Also i n  the e a r l r  1800 ' s  John Alexander Binns, then  t h e  
owner of "Clover I i i l l  (53-425), b u i l t  a  X i 1 1  (53-429) on another  
branch of  the  Catoc t in  Creek. This i s  mentioned not because of 
i t s  d i r e c t  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  C a t o c t i n  Creek, but  of i t s  
importance t o  the  i i g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r y  throughout t h e  e n t i r e  
Kation. Although t h e  Eng l i sh  Quakers i n  and around t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  
of Goose Creek, novd Linclon,  V i r g i n i a ,  had used ground iova  
S c o t i a  Lime r o c k  o n  t h e i r  l ands ,  i t  i v a s S i n n s  who ground Lime- 
s tone  a t  h i s  SI i l l ,  used it on h i s  land an3 l ies t  d e t a i l e d  r e c o r d s  
of the  e f f e c t s  t h i s  had on increased p roduc t i i - i t y  of h i s  crops .  
He published h i s  " T r e a t s e  on P r a c t i c a l  Farming" l a t e r  linown a s  
t h e  Lo~tdoun s  stem of Agr i cu l tu re ,  t h u s  s t a r i n g  t h e  F e r t l i z e r  
bus iness  i n  t t is countrjr.  Except f o r  t h e  e a r l t e r  LIills needed 
f o r  immediate use of the peoule of t h e  v i c i n i t y ,  t h i s  f e r t l i z i n g  
brought t h e  much d e p l e a t e d . T b a c c o  lands  of t he  a r e a  i n t o  
e x c e i l e n t  g r a i n  ~ r o d u c t i o n ,  w i th  an i n c r e ~ s e  i n  E I i l l  b u i l d i n g  
throughout the  C<unty f o r  Commercial s a l e  of t h e  F lour .  Bot on ly  
were t h e r e  new hiills being b u i l t ,  bu.t many of t h e  e x i s t i n g  e a r l i e r  
ones were e i t h e r  taken dovrn, re- located and en la rged ,  o r ' m e r e l y  
enlarged a t  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  s i t e .  This  Flour  was shipped by wagon 
' G O  the  Por t  C i t i e s  of Alexandria ,  Georgetmn and Bal t imore,  and 
l a t e r  t o  t h e  Potomnc River  tiarehouse oper ' z to rs  on t h e  Chesapeake 
ana Ohio Canal ,  

H a t u r a l l y  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  g r e a t l y  expanded t h e  g r a i n  fa rming  
bus ines s  and cont r ibu ted  t o  t h e  economic improvement of the  e n t i r e  
C a t o c t i n  Val ley,  and accounts  f o r  many good Grain  farms s t i l l  i n  
o p e r a t i o n  today. 

Although Binns H i l l  was f i n a l l y  t aken  a w n  i n  the  1930 ' s ,  
and t h e  r n a t e r i ~ l  used i n  the r e s t o r a t i 3 n  of some o f  t h e  houses 
i n  ',%.terford,. t he  p rope r ty  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  "Clover H i l l "  farm i s  
s t i l l  i n  t h e  ownership of decendants  of tne  o r i g i n a l  onners.  

The Ca toc t in  Creek contribu.ted a l s o  to  t h e  ope ra t ion  of t h e  
" ~ i t t o c t a n  I ron i.'urnacetl, o r i g i n a l l y  s t a r t e d  by J o s i a s  Clapham, 
a  T r u s t e e  of L e e s b i ~ g ,  a Fe r ry  onner on t n e  Potomac R i v e r - j u s t  
above the  mouth of t h e  Xonocacy River  i n  :.:aryland- . . and a  h i g h l y  
s u c c e s s f u l  bus iness  man of t h e  co~ inun i ty .  Joseph hiar t in ,  i n  h i s  
Gaze t t ee r  of V i r c i n i a  1336, d e s c r i b e s  t h e  I r o n  Furnnce a s  a  h i g h l y  
s u c c e s s f c l  operatlion o n  t h e  Potomac % i v e r  ob ta in ing  i t s  wate r  

ower from t h e  Catoc t in  Creek through a  5301 long  hand d u r  Tunnel 
go1 below t h e  t o p  o? t h e  C a t o c t i n  ILouotaii range.  Th i s  Tunnel s t i l l  
remains i n  t a c t  today, a l though  t h e  i r o n  Furnace ceased o p e r a t i o n s  
i n  the m i d  1800's .  

@ JGltN 6. LC!!IS 
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As p r e v i o u s l y  mentioned t h e  Catocti t l  Creek Bridge (53-131) 
i s  a  S t a t e  and Nat ional  R e g i s t e r  landmarl: s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  by t h e  
V a r i e t y  I ron  Ylorks Company, Cleve land ,  Ohio, i n  t h e  l a t e  1800 's .  
It was o r i . g ina l ly  used f o r  the Route 7 Brlidge a c r o s s  Goose Creek 
e a s t  of Leesbwg. Fhen t h e  new Bridge vraia:: b u i l t  t h e r e  i n  the. 1930 ' s ,  

It t h i s  Truss  Zridge was taken do-~rn and re-cycled"  a t  i t s  p re sen t  
s i t e .  It i s  t he  l a s t  of t h e  l a r g e  140 '  l o n e  .> s i n g l e  soan I r o n  
Truss b r idges  l e f t  i n  a l l  o f  Northern Virm~inia. The Engineer f o r  
t h i s  was ih. Alfred S tan ton ,  t h e  County E:n i n e e r ,  viho was a  son of 
F r e d e r i c k  P. S t an ton ,  an o m e r  of "iielmost' (53-106), who was 
- a t  one time the  Governor of i hnsas .  

Another t r i b u t a r y  o f  t h e  Cat o c t i n  Crseek, Sroad Run, now 
t h e  h!illtcni:n Creek, had s e v e r a l  mil ls  on i t  d a t e i n g  from t h e  
e a r l y  170Q1s,  a s  vie11 a s  a  Saw Kill, 13lac.icsmith S'nop, and a  
g e n e r a l  sma l l  community around these .  The 5511  o m e r s  house is  
i n  e x i s t a n c e  and i s  used a s  a  res idence(53-329) .  

This b r i e f  h i s t o r i c a l  background  ha^ been l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  
Creek and ope ra t ions  a s s o c i a t e d  raiith it, and does not a t t e m p t  
t o  go ' i n t o  the h i s t o r y  o f  .the e n t i r e  ares. ,  v f i t h  i t s  numerous 
r e n a i n i n g  Log, Stone and Br ick  dwel l ings  and o u t b u i l d i n g s  . s t i l l  
i n  use, n o r  the  developement of Xel ig ion  here  and t h e  number of 
good Church s t r u c t u r e s  i n  use today. 



CATOCTIN CREEK 

This  r e p o r t  has  been prepared by t h e  S,pon!;ors of t h e  C a t o c t i n  Creek 
Watershed p r o j e c t  and t h e  S o i l  Conservat ic~n Se rv ice  t o  inform t h e  
p u b l i c  about  t h e  planning a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t t ie watershed and t o  s o l i c i t  
pub l i c  i npu t  i n t o  t'he planning process .  

YOU, t h e  pub l i c ,  t h e .  
i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  c i t i z e n  
oj' t h e  Ca toc t in  Creek 
Watershed and. surrounding 
a r e a ,  a r e  v i t a l  t o  ou r  work 
i n  t h e  watershed.  We want 
t c ~  know how you s e e  TODAY'S 
PROBLEMS and TOMCIRXON'S 
PClTENTIALS i n  p r o t e c t i n g ,  
enhancing, and/or  developing 
t h e  water .  and land r e sources  
surrounding C a t o c t i n  Creek. 

The fo l lowing  pages 
c o n t a i n  background 
d a t a  on t h e  p r o j e c t ,  
a b r i e f  summary of 
a r e a s  of  community 
concern, and some 
ideas  on p o s s i b l e  
a c t i o n s  t o  so lve  
problems o r  t o  
develop p o t e n t i a l s .  

P l e a s e  read t h i s  r e p o r t .  When you have f j n i s h e d  complete t h e  ques t ion-  
n a i r e  and send i t  t o  us  by September 9 so  t h a t  we can u t i l i z e  i t  i n  
ou r  planning e f f o r t s .  



- PUBLIC NOTICE - 

The sponsors of t h e  Catoct in  Creek Watershed P r o j e c t  hereby 

give no t i ce  t h a t  a publ ic  meeting w i l l  be he3.d a t  7:30 P.M. 

September 16, 1976 i n  the  School Board Annex, 30 West North S t r e e t ,  

Leesburg, Va. The purpose of t h e  meeting is  t o  expla in  t h e  c u r r e n t  

s t a t u s  of watershed planning a c t i v i t i e s  and t o  s o l i c i t  p u b l i c  opinion 

regarding the  p ro jec t .  The p r o j e c t  i s  being planned by t h e  

Loudoun County Board of Supervisors and the  Loudoun S o i l  and Water 

Conservation D i s t r i c t  with a s s i s t a n c e  from t h e  S o i l  Conservation Service  

and Fores t  Service,  U.S. Department of Agr icul ture ,  and t h e  Vi rg in ia  

Division of Forestry.  

, I n t e r e s t e d  c i t i z e n s  and organiza t ions  a r e  urged t o  a t t e n d  t h i s  

meeting. Wri t ten  comments and expressions of  opinion a r e  welcome-and 

may be brought t o  t h e  meeting o r  s e n t  t o  t h e  :;oudoun S o i l  and Water 

Conservation D i s t r i c t ,  137C South Catoct in  Ci-rcle, Leesburg, VA 22075. 



CATOCTIN CREM WATERSHED 

~ a c k ~ r o u n d  Data 

An a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  p r o j e c t  a s s i s t a n c e  urder  t h e  U.S. Department 

of Agr icul ture ,  S o i l  Conservation Service  P.I. 566 Watershed Program 

was f i l e d  i n  1970. The main problems l i s t e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  were f looding,  

inadequate water  supply, lack  of r ec rea t ion  f a c i l i t i e s ,  environmental 

p ro tec t ion ,  and lack  of conservat ion measures on t h e  land.  

Sponsors of the  p r o j e c t  a r e  t h e  Loudoun County Board of Super- 

v i s o r s  and t h e  Loudoun S o i l  and Water Conservation D i s t r i c t .  Planning 

a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  guided by a Steer ing  Corn i t t ee  composed of a representa-  

t i v e  of each sponsoring organiza t ion  p lus  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from Purce l l -  

v i l l e ,  Round H i l l ,  Hamilton, Hi l l sboro  and L c r ~ e t t s v i l l e .  

The watershed a r e  of t h e  North and South Forks of Ca toc t in  Creek 

comprises 36,567 acres ,  o r  11 percent  of  t h e  County's land a r e a ,  i s  

loca ted  i n  t h e  West Cent ra l  p ro t ion  of Loudou~l County, V i rg in ia ,  l y ing  

between t h e  Blue Ridge Mountains t o  t h e  West, t h e  Catoct in  Mountains 

t o  t h e  Eas t ,  and i s  bounded by Route 7 t o  t h e  South. Within t h e  water- 

shed a r e  loca ted  the towns of Hamilton, Purce:;lville, Waterfard, H i l l sboro ,  

and Paeonian Springs. 

The proximity of t h i s  region t o  t h e  Washkgton Metropoli tan Area, 

combined with dua l  lan ing  of Route 7 ,  t h e  major East-West t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

co r r ido r  leading from t h e  Washington, D.C. a r ea ,  has  made t h e  watershed . 

a n a t u r a l  r e c i p i e n t  f o r  suburban growth. The populat ion w i t h i n  t h e  a rea ,  

cu r ren t ly  4,254, i s  expected t o  inc rease  by 40  percent  by 1985. 



-2 - 
The Loudoun County Comprehensive Deyslopment Plan s t r o n g l y  

recommends t h a t  population growth wi th in  the watershed be l a r g e l y  

confined t o  e x i s t i n g  populat ion c e n t e r s  with most of the  a r e a  

remaining i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  or. open-space w e .  The s teep .mounta in  

ranges and stream v a l l e y s  w i l l  be l a r g e l y  devoted t o  open-space, 

conservat ion,  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  use,  'with -:he r o l l i n g  a r e a s  t o  

remain i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  usage. 

WATERSHED DESCRIPTION: 

The topography of the  watershed i s  q u i t e  v a r i a b l e ,  ranging from 

s t e e p  mountain s lopes  (13%) t o  broad roll:-ng f i e l d s  (80%) i n t e r -  

spersed with long, f l a t  f lood p l a i n s  (7%).. 

Fores t  lands  occupy 21 percent  of the! watershed. The m a j o r i t y  

a r e  loca ted  on t h e  s t eep  s lopes  of t h e  Blue Ridge, Ca toc t in  and Shor t  H i l l  

Plountains. A small  po r t ion  i s  s c a t t e r e d  on farm lands .  The types 

of t r e e s  and shrubs a r e  common t o  the  a r e a  wi th  hea l thy  r e d  and whi t e  

oaks i n  abundance. 

The e x i s t i n g  water supp l i e s  of towns wi th in  t h e  watershed a r e  

dependent upon w e l l s ,  sp r ings ,  and smal l  r e s e r v o i r s .  

The Catoct in Creek experiences a  wide. v a r i a t i o n  i n  d ischarge .  

During severe  dry seasons, flow ceases wit:h r e s u l t i n g  d e s t r u c t i o n  of 

f i s h  and o the r  aqua t i c  l i f e .  

The est imated populat ion i n  the  watershed i n  1968 was based 

upon a land use housing survey conducted tly the  Department of 

Planning and Zoning. A t  t h a t  time t h e  est:imated number of  housing 

u n i t s  i n  the watershed was 1,293. The average number of persons 

per housing u n i t  f o r  the  Je f fe r son  Magi s t e r i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  a s  repor ted  

i n  t h e  prel iminary 1970 Census, was 3.13. The populat ion us ing  



these  f i g u r e s  is  4,047. Inves t iga t ion  of t h e  f i n a l  bu i ld ing  inspec-  

t i o n  f i l e s  r e v e a l s  t h a t  66 new dwell ing u n i t s  were cons t ruc ted  i n  t h e  

watershed between 1968 and 1970. This br ings  t h e  1970 populat ion 1 
I 

t o  4,254. Over h a l f  of t h i s  population (2,485 i n  794 housing u n i t s )  i 
is concentrated i n  the towns of Hamilton, E 'u rce l lv i l l e ,  Waterford, 

Hi l l sboro ,  and Paeonian Springs. 1 
The major e x i s t i n g  land uses  wi th in  t1,e Catoct in  watershed I 

inc lude  the following: 

TABLE 1 

. . 
Exis t ing  Land Use i n  the  Catoci-tershed 

LAND USE ACREAGE 

Agr icu l tu ra l ,  Vacant, and Rural Residentia: 33,428 

Res iden t i a l  - Incorporated towns and vi1la::es 2,032 

Commercial 117 

I n d u s t r i a l  

Pub l i c  and Quasi-public 939 

H i s t o r i c a l  

TOTAZ. 

Source - Loudoun County Tax Assessment Recxdd - 1970 

The major i ty  of non-farm res idences  are c l u s t e r e d  i n  and around 

the towns of ? u r c e l l v i l l e ,  Hamilton, Waterford, Hi l l sboro ,  and Paeonian 

Springs where d e n s i t i e s  of g r e a t e r  than one dwelling u n i t  per  a c r e  

a r e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of e x i s t i n g  development. The remaining developed 

land uses  a r e  a l s o  concentrated around the c e n t e r s  l i s t e d  above. 

Recrea t ional  land c o n s i s t s  of a r e a s  provided a t  pub l i c  school  

loca t ions ,  the  Appalachian T r a i l ,  and p r i v a t e  areas .  Although open 

spaces wi th in  t h e  a rea  a r e  abundant, publ:.c open spaces  a r e  non-existent .  
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RATIONALE FOR ACTION AND WATERSHED PROGRAX - . . 

The County Board of Supervisors  has  r ecen t ly  adopted p lans  which 

contain c l e a r  and s p e c i f i c  pol icy s t a t e m e l t s  about  t h e  development 

ob jec t ives  i n  the  Catoct in Watershed. Th,:se p lans  inc lude  t h e  

Comprehensive Development Plan and t h e  Colnprehensive Plan f o r  Water 

and Sewerage F a c i l i t i e s .  The Water and Sewerage F a c i l i t i e s  P lan  

proposes to implement growth concepts through t h e  provis ion  of  

publ ic  water  and sewerage f a c i l i t i e s  t o  serve  t h e  development cen te r s  

The Board of Supervisors  r ecen t ly  d i r e c t e d  county agencies  t o  proceed 
. . 

with t h e  tmplementation of adopted p lans  and more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  p l ans  

f o r  serv ing  development i n  western Loudou~~ County. The Board of 

Supervisors  d e s i r e s  t o  avoid haphazard growth and s c a t t e r e d .  sub- 

d i v i s i o n s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  t h e  following 1:easons: 

1. The complexity of t h e  drainage area  makes i t  extremely 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  gauge t h e  e f f e c t s  of' development and p lan  f o r  

f a c i l i t i e s .  

2 .  Open-space charac ter .  

3. Agr icu l tu ra l  economy and land use:. 

4 .  Conservation - stream va l l ey ,  woc~ds, w i l d l i f e .  

5. Recreation. 

6 .  Non-existent t r anspor t a t ion  netwvrk. 

7 .  High cos t  of pub l i c  se rv ice .  

8. Ground water  recharge f o r  ground and su r face  water  supp l i e s .  

9 .  Maintenance and enhancement of wz.ter q u a l i t y  f o r  t h i s  and 

o the r  a r e a s  of the  county. 

10. Placement and p ro tec t ion  of large blocks of  open space n o t  

needed f o r  development i n  t h e  foreseeable  f u t u r e .  



The Board be l i eves  t h a t  i t  can avoid s c a t t e r e d  subdivis ion  develop- 

ment b e s t  by: 

1. Encouraging growth i n  and around e x i s t i n g  towns through land 

use r egu la t ions  and the  p rov i s io r~  of pub l i c  f a c i l i t i e s .  

2. Encouraging a g r i c u l t u r a l  land usc: through land use r egu la t ions ,  

support ing conservation and open-.space programs, and a taxa- 

t i o n  pol icy .  

3. Land use r egu la t ions  and enforcenent  of h e a l t h  codes. 

WATERSHED PROBLEMS - PRESENT AND POTENTLAL. . . 

Current  problems wi th in  the  watershed include:  

1. Flooding 

2.  Water supply 

3. Recreat ion 

4. Open spaces 

5 .  Pol lu t ion  ( a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  commercial and i n d u s t r i a l )  

6 .  Environmental p ro tec t ion  

a .  Wi ld l i f e  

b. Aquatic l i f e  

c. Natural  vege ta t ion  

7. Visual  image 

8. Erosion and sedimentation 

9 .  Population growth 

The magnitude of these  problems w i l l  i nc rease  a s  development 

occurs  at  an acce le ra t ed  r a t e  wi th in  the  watershed. It is  the  d e s i r e  

of a l l  Loudoun c i t i z e n s  t h a t  t h i s  development occur i n  and around 

. ex i s t ing  towns, and t h a t  the productive and a e s t h e t i c a l l y  p leas ing  
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a g r i c u l t u r a l  lands and open spaces be maintained f o r  f u t u r e  genera- 

t i o n s  t o  enjoy. 

Annual and flooding occurs on the  llorth a d  South 

Forks of Catoctin Creek inundating roads,  br idges ,  bui ld ings ,  

a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  and quasi-public lands causing considerable damage. 

The e x i s t i n g  water supp l ies  a r e  inadequate to meet the  f u t u r e  

needs a s  projected by the  Comprehensive 1)evelopment Plan.  Ground 

water  has  been found inadequate f o r  use  a s  a pubi ic  water  supply. 

In  f a c t ,  four of the  towns wi th in  the wat:ershed, and one town, 

Round H i l l ,  located  adjacent  t o  t h e  watershed, a re  a l ready experienc- 

ing water shortages i n  dry years.  

Estimated water demands f o r  the years 1980 and 1990 are :  

Year - Average Day Maximum Day 

1980 1.33 mi l l ion  gal lons  2.33 m i l l i o n  gal lons  

1990 2.42 mi l l ion  ga l l sns  4.24 m i l l i o n  ga l lons  

Tne Route 7 corr idor  area  w i l l  experience the  major i ty  of the  

growth and w i l l  require  a regional  system of water supply t o  adequately 

meet projected demands. 

A t  present ,  there  i s  no publ ic  recre ; l t ional  use of the  Catoct in  

Creek. Excellent p o s s i b i l i t i e s  e x i s t  f o r  such use i n  the  watershed, 

located  within the Washington Metropoiitart Area which is experiencing 
. 

the most rapid  growth of any a rea  i n  the  e a s t .  

Present ly ,  there  a r e  no publ ic  open spaces o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a reas  

within the watershed. Loudoun's an t i c ipa ted  growth and acce le ra t ing  

land values make the need of preserving open space and providing 

public open space and rec rea t iona l  a r e a s  ;. problem of paramount 

importance . 
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Catoct in  Creek is  a t r i b u t a r y  of the  Potomac River and empties  
. . 

i n t o  t h e  r i v e r  less than 35 mi les  above t l e  water  i n t a k e  f o r  Washing- 

ton,  D.C.  Untreated and unabated runoff vhich conta ins ,  among o t h e r  

th ings ,  sediment, animal wastes,  f e r t i l i z e r s ,  and i n s e c t i c i d e s ,  i s  

one of the  g r e a t e s t  causes of s tream p o l l i ~ t i o n .  While t h e  problem 

is  not  c r i t i c a l  a t  the  present  time, t h e  Catoct in  Creek, n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

con t r ibu tes  t o  the  po l lu t ion  of t h e  Potomac River ,  and t h i s  w i l l  

become more of a problem a s  development i ~ i c r e a s e s  wi th in  t h e  water- 

shed. 

Re la t ive ly  minor flows of  sewage f r o n  both  e x i s t i n g  and proposed 

sewerage systems a r e  t o  be discharged i n t o  streams of  t h e  watershed 

t o  be considered i n  the  s tudy r e l a t i v e  t o  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

It is, however, acknowledged t h a t  i n  some ins t ances  i t  may 

become necessary t o  convey t r e a t e d  wastes  beyond s e l e c t e d  impoundment 

l o c a t i o n s  o r  t o  o the r  watersheds where water  s u p p l i e s  a r e  n o t  involved.  

Wi ld l i f e ,  a q u a t i c  l i f e ,  and n a t u r a l  xege ta t ion  e x i s t  t o  a l i m i t e d  

degree i n  t h e  watershed. Future development could s e r i o u s l y  d i s t u r b  

t h e  genera l  balance of ecology unless  p o s i t i v e  measures a r e  taken t o  

p r o t e c t  the  environment. 

One of the  g r e a t e s t  chal lenges faced by Loudoun County is  t h e  

a s s imi la t ion  of a n t i c i p a t e d  development i n t o  t h e  environment of  t h i s  

b e a u t i f u l  watershed, while  s t i l l  maintaining t h e  cher ished a s s e t s  of 

t h e  e x i s t i n g  v i s u a l  image. This can be accomplished only through 

sound watershed planning and development. 
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WORKS OF IMPROVEMENT NEEDED TO RECTIFY TH:? PROBLEMS 

. 1. Dams t o  r e t a r d  f lood waters  

2 .  Land treatment 

3. Channel r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  

a.  Bank s t a b i l i z a t i o n  

b. Removal of debr i s  frbm streams 

4 .  Erect ion  of one o r  more multi-purpose water  supply s t r u c t u r e s  

5. ~ r e c t i o n  of a t  l e a s t  one o r  more m ~ l t j - ~ u r ~ o s e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  s t ruc -  

t u r e s  

6. Improve land use management and u t i l i z a t i o n  

7 .  Erosion and sediment con t ro l  ordinances 

8. Stream flow augmentation t o  enhance a q u a t i c  l i f e  

.9. Planning t o  maintain a balance between a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  

commercial, and i n d u s t r i a l  development, versus  open space u s e s  

10. Natural  resources management t o  permit development p a t t e r n s  t o  

occur i n  an o rde r ly  and e f f i c i e n t  manner 

11. Establishment of conservat ion a reas .  . . 

THESE MEASURES WILL: 

1. Check f looding and provide more e f f i c i e n t  land usage through con- 

t r o l  of runoff and reduct ion  of a r e a s  sub jec t  t o  f looding 

2 .  Create a more favorable environment%ithin the  s treams,  i n  o rde r  

t o  maintain f i s h  and o the r  a q u a t i c  l i f a  

3. Provide needed water supp l i e s  t o  a s su re  o r d e r l y  development i n  

and around e x i s t i n g  towns, a s  proposed i n  County Comprehensive 

Development Plan 

4 .  Create urgently needed water-based r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  
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5 .  Allow f o r  more e f f i c i e n t  land ut i l iz .3Jion f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and 

conservat ion uses,  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  t?cology of  the region.  

6 .  Minimize po l lu t ion  through c o n t r o l  otl e ros ion  and storm runoff 

waters  

7. Create and maintain a des i r ed  balance. between a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  

r e s i d e n t i a l ,  commercial, i n d u s t r i a l  =.evelopment, and open space 

uses  

8. Provide resource management f o r  the  o rde r ly  a s s i m i l a t i o n  of 

development i n t o  t h e  environment of  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  watershed,  

while  s t i l l  maintaining t h e  cherished a s s e t s  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  

v i s u a l  image 

9. Pro tec t  and provide guidel ines  f o r  th2 a c q u i s i t i o n  and develop- 

ment of pub l i c  open space 

10. Provide t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a system of t r a i l s  thr.ough t h e  water- 

shed t o  l i n k  with the  Appalachian TraLl and t h e  proposed Potomac 

Heri tage T r a i l .  

A program implemented under t h e  term!; of the  Watershed Pro tec t ion  

and Flood Prevention Act f o r  t h e  Catoct in  Watershed would undoubtedly 

c o r r e c t  many adverse condi t ions  now exist:.ng i n  t h e  s treams and 

v a l l e y  a r e a s  of t h i s  watershed. A superf? .c ia l  a n a l y s i s  of  the  

b e n e f i t s  t h a t  may be derived from t h i s  p r c ~ j e c t  a r e  ex tens ive  i n  

number including the  development of a mu1t:i-purpose p r o j e c t  which 

would provide a much needed water supply t o  meet t h e  p resen t  and 

f u t u r e  needs f o r  a g r e a t e r p o r t i o n  of  Western Loudoun County. 



Summary 

The above has been a brief condensation of some of the areas of 

concern and potentials for improvement in the qualit9 of life for the 

inhabitants and visitors to the Catoctin Creek Watershed. Many 

alternatives can be combined into a P.L. 566 Watershed Project, which 

can be partially funded by the Federal Government. Many, however, 

because of constraints on the program cannot, but may be fundable 

under other State and Federal programs. We need your assistance. Let 

us know how you feel about these aspects so w2 can develop a plan that 

will be acceptable, workable, and provide las'.ing community benefits. 

Please help us by filling out and returning t'xe attached questionnaire. 

Additional copies of this report and questionnaire are available at the 

Loudoun Soil and Water Conservation District Office, 137C South Catoctin 

Circle, Room 206, Leesburg, Va. 



17 Apr i l ,  1974 

M r .  P. Coldiron 
Location and Design Engineer 
Virg in ia  Uept. of Highways 
1221 E. Broad S t r e e t  
Kich..~ond, Virginia 23219 

Dear M r .  Coldiron: 

33: Xoute 812 (Rest Howe Road) 
P ro jec t  0812-053-173, C-501, 8-632 
Loudoun County 
N .  Pork Ca toc t in  Creek 

Thank you f o r  our copy of the  no t i ce  of the public  
hearing on t h i s  p ro jec t .  I spoke with M r .  D.N. Simxers of your o f f i c e  about 
t h i s  and he indicated t h a t  plans c a l l  f o r  the rentoval o f  the  o ld  t r u s s  bridge 
here. It is my understanding t h a t  a t  the  time a new replaceanent bridge w a s  
b u i l t  s eve ra l  years  ago near  t h i s  t r u s s  bridge,  that there  w a s  considerable 
l o c a l  f e e l i n g  t h a t  the  o ld  bridge be saved as the  one retaining example of 
i ts type near Hil lsboro.  

Possibly could the  Highway Deparment f e e l  ou t  the  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  a l o c a l  group may want t o  assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the  
o ld  bridge i n  order  t h a t  i t  can be saved? 

Yours. 

Junius R. Fishburne, Jr.  
Executive Direc tor  

cc : M r .  Howard Newlon 

bc: John G.  Lewis 



lfr. Bob R. Blaalneore, Director 
Commission ef Outdeor Recreation 
Zighth S t r e e t  Office Building 
803 h s t  i3rmd S t ree t  
2ichaoad, 'Iirpin la 23219 

Dear I&. 

December 1974 

of 29 Warmbar 19'74, the Loudoun 
unemiously a p--quest of a 
sf puttinf)ife Catoatin - &a Goose Creek 

--- 

Thus you w i l l  aho f$$%&heivin:, a Zesolutian frnn the Supervisors 
requesting t h a t  you p cede witp?,this  as soon as  possible, 

' , 

I am p t t l n g  togk&a n i t h , k 1 ~ m n ~ t t e s  Thursday l2 December 
1974 t o  make the  recsm DdaLiM, o you, far s e c i f i c  areas  along eaoh 
awtershesrd, which we fee 

ti 
@ % - k s d u f f i p n t  qua1 ! t g  f m. t h i s  oannidernt i o n ;  

a s  naturally the e n t i r e  s a t e r s h e a p  -oat m e t  these standards. Thua 
spec i f ic  outstanding sections of, ?a slibitld be the  areas  which receive 
this status. 

8 ."' * 
%\' '\ \ 

This i s  t~ be presented t o  the  Su' r7ri'spl.s ca 17 December 1974 g and m i l l  be aent t o  you shor t ly  therea el:, Powyour  consideration. 
i I 

i(Ve are  am l i n i n g  up the 
i n  the General Assembly, and w i l l  you with 
a11 the support possible i n  t h a t  quarter. 

A s  yau know there  a r e  now no 
eit'ner watershead, and the support is them from property miners who 
are  fed up with cmt inua l  threats  of impouodraeota fo r  the b e n i f i t  of 
others 0ut3i.de af the aun ty .  

I would grea t ly  appreciate your advlce, before the 12 December 1974 
meeting - i f  possible - on how you want t h i s  r e s e a t e d  t o  you and the 
answers t o  t h e  following inquir ies  regmiling th is ;  

1. : f i l l  t h i s  necessi ta te  my spctcific change i n  the Zoning 
catogary along these two intersheads? 



:i'z. Rob R. Dlackuore 4 December 1974 

2. i:ht a r e  your requirements as t o  delinatation as t o  
the area t o  be covered by t h i s  reaogriition; i.6. the 
s t rean  bed i t ' s  se l f ;  a t  l e a s t  250' w the f l e d  
plain or ~ i h i c h  ever is the greater distance from the 
s t renn bed; or mill y5u do t h i s  i n  your study? 

3. e T 9 , d  values ad jaaent t o  the designated areas? 

4. property!i'djacant t o  these llesignatad areas is sold 
, kt  ti la te r jaa te  t o  another mmar, and should. they .Besire . 

the designated area', . " 
f o r  th is?  ,~- . .,' . . . .,:. 

I rea l i ze  these ntay ge l1  depeod upon $mi .'.  

gtudy and i t ' s  ilf you osuld provide ~ l e  .+ -  - :  
arith some h s i c  it would be a  greet^ .;<- , 
help ai th our i n  my ilecomeodatims 
t 3  the Supervisors an I?-5~ 1374. 

. . - - ..'.C%--^.i.< .~ 

Thnckpu f o r  y3ur t ine,  inte 
and phase  f e e l  f r ee  t 9 c a l l  which you . .. 

, , ' 1 f col we can provide. .. ~, ,.,,' . ., .. , , ,, ,,, / '.,% $ 

? ', 
. i, 

Looking f m r d  t o  hearing f r m  $~- r~& t l y ,  - I' ; \, 

;~ 

Sincerc3ly, ' i 
. . 

I' ' 
; I_;.,..: ..-- ~.. 

~"i.114 , , N G ~  . -.:- 

Cha i r m w p '  
Scenio :Livers Committee 

DIST : 
1 cc- :,:p. J ~ n i u s  7:. Fishburne, Jr. . l a  . ijolger 



F ~sn. Charles i, ':addell 
Route 2, Gent 29% 
L h a a  2tm ?urns 
Sterling, y i r l ; i n i a  22170 RECEiVZD 

VlRGlnla H~STORIC - 
2ew Anat- 

E'lF?st i n  ZDP ,ru;lp :? #it p e ~ s o n a l  P teday. Let case is deci  eii eo it's norits of 
honest fac o n ~ l  a& i;antlemab cnduct  03 
behU ~llf G m:torutrea,Lth, 

B m l l l i n t  t o  ow 
copy of the 2 e s o l u t l ~  ?rviaors of L o A ~ u a  Geunty 
csncwo-rug the p e p @  ;wtfan f sr both Mia Gooat3 
a iJatoet l o  Lreeks. 

.~ ,../- 
.- 

Iiopf ulb Spa 5 br, imolaa i ~ n  of dutrioop 
*&c~eati?n,  md Ma staff ma h v & ~ ~ ~ r i s s a r y  i n f o r m t i o n  ready by 
the 19'75 !;eoora!. iassnbly :;sstipg&.- ... ... > .  , 

., *' \ ., '. %,. 

\.,-- 
ID aonnectim with this you aigk<Boii>k 'but t o  t h e ~  t hz t  Eloy are 

oa remrrl as recagaiaiag tlie wluo 3f :<~r'*oe$ for- such a Zt)si;-mtfm; t-, 

and t b  avail. t h e ~ a e l v e ~  of tbe st@ doaa.:.di EW hivbim of Jtate 
Flanaing an2 Lmcianiky if fnks, s&,petst;lug ~t t.h ::nose ,reek ,;atersheaL! 
be placed i n  st Jriti-1 Limfroormntal wea; sod the raoenl s t d g  done by 
tke ; e ' i a ? ~ s ~ t  3vLrmimotal Council, W e  iwroat3a, :.'tr,l n in  
22136, at* their Lnviroanental study 3f ttw 

.ilso, E uderstad f rm repwta in t:ht Ekere 
is a movesent t3 place tlit prt of the Ciaso Caeek u d e r  this sane 
deai,?oti on. Thus  c ~ t ~ t a o t ;  nit& their ~~:epweatiltion t n tk :;ene~ol 
Aaselstijlj d$~t he13 - us  a l l  i n  t j i a  popo8a.L. 

013T: 
1 cc- A, iiist, :~&ar : i s  2 ~ .  

;;iV83i4fl & .‘;trite :'laanin% . ~.m;siioi11y .Zfsirt; 
. .. . 
,.lednoat; .,avfr~nncntal -;oascil . . ~ . - e  xiawn, :n@ n .,-BCC :.: :m::ii;% ,a, i.9. 3- 
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M r .  John G. Lewis 
The Minor Bar t low House 
Hamilton, V i r g i n i a  2 2 0 6 8  

Dear M r .  Lewis: 

Thank you f o r  your  r e c e n t  l e t . k e r  concern ing  t h e '  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s c e n i c  r i v e r  d e s i g n m 2 t i o n , f o r  C a t o c t i n  
and Goose. Creeks. 5. " . ~- 

' , " -- 

I am a  b i t  u n c e r t a i n  as t o  what you mean when you 
speak of s p e c i f i c  a r e a s  a long  each  wate rshed  which shou ld  
be  i nc luded  i n  t h e  s c e n i c  r i v e r  d e j i g n a t i o n .  I presume 
t h i s  means t h a t  you f e e l  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  i n  t h e  wa te r shed  
do n o t  q u a l i f y  f o r  s c e n i c  r i v e r  des igna t ion .  W e  have 
neve r  approached t h e  s c e n i c  r i v e r  program by recommending 
an e n t i r e  wate rshed  o r  even s i g n i f ~ c a n t  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  
watershed be inc luded  i n  a  s c e n i c  : iver ,  even though w e  
a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what i s  happenin13 i n  t h e  wate rshed .  

I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  s e v e r a l  quesz ions  you posed i n  
your December 4 l e t t e r ,  you a r e  c o r r e c t  i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  
t h e  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  r a t h e r  b road  and t h e  answers would 
depend upon a s t u d y  and t h e  recomm~=ndations. W e  would 
a s s e s s  t h e  s c e n i c ,  n a t u r a l  and h i s z o r i c  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  
s t r eam and recommend a  s u f f i c i e n t  3mount o f  l a n d  on each  
s i d e  o f  t h e  s t r eam be set  a s i d e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s .  
I t  could b e  a s  much a s  4 0 0  f e e t  on each s i d e  o f  t h e  s t r e a m ,  
and t h e  method o f  p r o t e c t i o n  could  be f e e  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  
open-space easements ,  l o c a l  l and  use  c o n t r o l s  o r  a  
combination o f  any o f  t h e s e .  I am s u r e  you unde r s t and  
t h a t  I cannot  f u l l y  answer t h e s e  q l e s t i o n s  w i t h o u t  knowing 
more about  t h e  two s t reams  and 0 t h - r  m a t t e r s  t h a t  would 
r e l a t e  t o  s c e n i c  r i v e r s .  



M r .  John G. L e w i s  
Page t w o  
December 10,  1974 

I would a p p r e c i a t e  your  keeping m e  pos ted  o f  
meetings t h a t  a r e  be ing  h e l d  concerning C a t o c t i n  and 
Goose Creeks a s  s c e n i c  r i v e r s .  

S i n c e r e l y ,  
r - 7  

. k'&/ 
Rob R. lackmore 
Di rec to r  

cc: J M ~ .  Jun ius  Fishburne 
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M r .  Jun ius  R. Fishburne,  Jr. 
Di rec to r  
H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
2 2 1  Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 

Dear Jun ius :  

The Commission o f  Outdoor Recreat ion i n  con junc t ion  
wi th  a  t a s k  f o r c e  of l o c a l  c i t i z e n s  i s  about t o  beg in  a 
s c e n i c  r i v e r  s tudy  o f  Ca toc t in  Creek i n  Loudoun County. 
The segment o f  C a t o c t i n  t o  be s tud ied  i s  'EIiaf p o r t i o n  . 
between Waterford and i t s  conf luence wi th  t h e  Potomac River .  
This  s tudy  w i l l  be s i m i l a r  t o  o u r  r e c e n t  Goose Creek s tudy  
i n  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  work w i l l  be done by t h e  l o c a l  
t a s k  f o r c e  w i th  suppor t  and guidance from us. 

I n  o r d e r  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  w e  can be of most a s s i s t a n c e  
t o  t h e  c i t i z e n  group and t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  
r e a l i s t i c  and v i a b l e ,  w e  would l i k e  t o  s o l i c i t  your 
coopera t ion  and a s s i s t a n c e .  It would be p a r t i c u l a r l y  
h e l p f u l  t o  us i f  you would appo in t  a  s t a f f  membec t o  s e r v e  
a s  our l i a i s o n  wi th  your agency dur ing  t h e  s tudy .  John Davy, 
a  member of our  p lanning  s t a f f ,  has  been designa2ed COR 
s t a f f  c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h i s  s tudy .  4s t h e  s tudy  p r o g r e s s e s ,  
w e  w i l l  send you d r a f t  cop ie s  of  t h e  r e p o r t  f o r  review and 
comment. 

We look forward t o  working wi th  you a s  we s tudy  
Catoc t in  Creek and i t s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  S t a t e ' s  
Scenic  River  System. 

Rob R.  Blackmore 
Di rec to r  
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&tocfin River 8ill Signed 
The Catoctin Creek Scenic Rivers 

bill, along with the Appomattox Scenic 
River bill. was signed into law i n  a joint 
ceremony hv Virginia Gov. Mills God- 
win l ~ s t  wmk. 

The Catoctin Creek Scenic Rivers 
bill, sponsored by Slate Sen. Charles 
Waddell, was signed March 3. This 
legislation designated the 1Bmile stret- 
ch of Catoctin Crcek in Loudoun County 
as a scenic river, protecting i t  from in- 
dustrial encroachment and preserving 
i t  for future generations in its presel!t 
stale. 

As the General Assembly came loa  
close March 5. Sen. Waddeil sum- 
marized his efforts for the session. 
Primary among the legislation hespon- 
sored. he said. was Senate Bil l  778, 
which passed both House and Senate, 
and provides that the Slate Board of 
Housing outline building design slan- 
dards to meet the needs of the han- 

Another piece of legislation dealing 
with the handicapped was Senate Bil l  
681, which passed bath houses and will 
require all state agencies possessing 
records of visually handicapped per- 
sons to report the names of these per- 
sons annually to the Commission on the 
Visually Handica ped so that they may 
be informed of t l e  services the Com- 
mission offers. 

waddell's resolution to provide tax 
incentives for businesses awarding con- 
tracts to facilities serving the han- 
dicapped has passed both Senate and 
House and only remains to be signed by 
the Governor. 

The agricultural districts bill, Wad- 
dell said, was the final bi l l  to pass the 
Senate. oassiw 17-14. I t  wil l  allow . . 
asslrnllatton into dtctrlcts of from 5W 
to 3.500 A C ~ C S  01 land, and ' no a long 
way to prrsrrvu agr~culture, Vtrgtnia's 

main industry." 
Senate B i l l  919, which Waddell 

sponsored, passed both houses of the 
Assembly, providing for prosecution of 
employers who fail to pay their em- 
ployees whena business closes out. 

One bil l  of interest to Northern 
Virginia was H. B. 855. or the An- 
nexation bill. Defeated by the Senate by 
a close vote, the bil l  would have been a 
way to focus more attention on a 
problem affecting many areas of 
Virginia. Waddell said, "I voted i n  
favor of the bil l  because I feel i t  would 
have been a step forward in solving a 
very conlplicated problem." 

Catoctin Creek Voted a Virginia Scenic River 
txteen miles of Catoctin Creek in  Loudoun County, Virginia. between the town of S' Waterford and the Potomac, have been approved as ascenic river by theVirginia 

General Assembly. With GooseCreek.Catoctin becomes thesecond river in  Loudoun 
to achieve scenicstatus. 

Scenic riverstatus in  Virginia means thattheriversare protected understate lawthat 
prevents theconstruction of dams orother impediments withoutspecificapproval of 
the legislature. 

The creek flows through a region of Loudoun County r ich in  historic sites, but 
without any industrial development. The Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority, 
along with the state's Commission of Outdoor Recreation, will now be preparing a 
management plan fortheriver, and an advisory committeeofcitizens in theareawill aid 
in  preparing the plans. 

Under the proposal. Loudoun County's f lood plain zoning ordinance would be 
considered as away of limiting usagealong the riverforagriculture, conservation, and 
recreation. 

According t o  John Lewis of the county's scenic rivers committee, the state and 
regional parkauthority have agreed to administer both GooseandCatoctin Creeksas 
"scenic, historic, environmental, and open space resources with a minimal emphasis 
on recreational use." 

The flow of Catoctin Creek is too low during summer months for any water-using 
industry, according t o  a report prepared by the state. However, the creek has been 
mentioned as a possiblesite forB high-flow skimming operation from thepotomac, but 
the state says this is not considered "a practical solution to the problems of  water 
supply for Northern Virginia."  he ~ r m y  Corps of Engineers, which namedcatoctin in  a - 
Washington watersupply report. did not, however, listthecreekasa preferredsite. 


