Loudoun County, Virginia

The Catoctin Creck watershead was part of an open hunting
ground of many Indian tribes, who were not settlers, bnrt malnly
hunters,i fishermen,

Records indicate that Captain Henry Bath, a German explorer
and Indian trader, hed traveled the Potonac (Potowmack) River and
some of its tributaries from the Tidewater over the Allegheny
Mountains to the Chio River in 1667, N

With constant troubles between the Algonquin and Iroguois
Tribes, the latter of which eventually conquored the Susquehannocks,
the arrival of the Piscataways on Conoy sland in the Pofomac River,
above the Point of Rocks, where they settled in a fortified village,
caused Governor Nicholson of Virginia to send Burr Harrison and
Giles Vandercastel fo summon the Emporer of the Piscataways to
Williamsburg in 1781.

Even with some Indian troubles still existing in the late
1600's 1t is obvious that settlement was taking place, mostly by
Traders in the early 1700's. Robert Brooke's map of 1737 "4 Plan
of the Potomac River from the Sherrendo {own to Chipawsmisick"
showg, among other quarters and owners, one James loberly's
querter below the the mouth of the "Catocktan". 4 Tew early
Germans who followed trapping for a-living, settled on the banks
of the Catoctin Creek, the home of the Beaver, and reaped a rich
and revarding harvest.

Settlement of the Catoctin Valley from Taylorstown to Morrison-
ville was done mainly by Cermans from Pennsylvania and the area
today is still known as "the German Settlement". Their nearby

neighboors were Scotsmen and Znglish Quekers who setiled the
village of Viaterford, with brothers and cousins of the English
Quakers settling the area around the Linclon, Virginia community
originally known as Goose Creek, '

In the Catoctin Creek valley the forest was rapidly cleared,
log houses erccted and a system of small family farping was in-
augrated. The Tirst Sheep in the County were introduced by these
industrious settlers. VVith macninery virtually non-existant they
were limited to hand tools for working and the Spinning itheel
and Loom for the weaving of fabrics for c¢lothing. Thus their life
was one of a simple, frugile and hardworling people.



By their hard work and simple needs and a rigid econony,
characteristic of these people, they soorn became among the most
prosperous inhabitants of the County. In addition to fhe staple
crop of Tobacco and Orchards the forests were filled with game,
berries and nuts and the streams fairly swarmed with fish.

In the early 1730's Richard Brown had errected a 1ill, iillers
House and a home for himself, some fourty years before the founding
of the Mational Capitol., The Mill (53-102) is now a most attractive
residence and his home "Hunting Hill" (53-83) has been well preserved
and lovingly cared for. His son sold these and the farm with them.
Eo'Thomas Taylor in 1784, for whom Taylors Town which he called

}111ford" was named. These are among seven simular structures now
located in the Taylorstown Historic Preservation Area District,
recently approved by the County Planning Commission and Superviscrs
and now being considered for State and Fational Register status.

By 1740 Amos Janney had built 4 Log Yill on the west side of
the Catoctin Creek at the north end of the village of Waterford,
which he founded. This 111l was relocated to the east side of the
creek in the late 1700's, and the present Three story Brick one
(53-6 -being renumbered) which now belongs to the Waterford Foundation,
Inc., was built on the same site in the early 1800's, This structure
is now located in the Waterford Zistoric Preservation Area Disirict
which is listed on the State and Hational Register and has also
been designated as a National Historic Lanidmark.

In 1760 Richard Roach petitioned the Court for permission to
build a Mill on "the Kittoctan" (53-328). This was located near
the Catoctin Creek Bridge (53-131) which is a State and National
Register landmark. ' .

Tn the early 1830's John Familton built his "Fornan Mill"
(now called Catoctin Mill Farm 53-432), jist above the Xill of
Richard Erown. An 1805 iutual Assurance Pilicy describes this as
a three story Stone llerchant Lill 44'X40' with a Saw iill opera-
tion as welle. A small community evolved here with a Distillery,
School and Store. '

Just shortly up the Beaverdam fork ol the Catoctin Creek,
Enoch Francis built a three story Stone 17ill in 1803, which
later became a Fulling 1ill or lanufactory (53-219). It was
here that homespuns were cleaned of animal grease and soil,
shrunken to a firm weave, smothed of knots, streatched and napped
to a firm weave. "Bouncing Bet" and Teasel plants can still be
found here. The former "Fuller Herbs" being used in cleaning the
cloth and the Burrs of the latter used to raise the knap on the

cloth. © IO 6. [T
May 141976



Also 1n the early 1800's John Alexander Binns, then the
owner of "Clover Pill" (53-425), built a ill (53-429) on another
branch of the Catoctin Creek. This is mentioned not because of
its direct assoclation with the Catoctin Creek, but of its
importance to the Agricultural industry throughout the entire
Nation. Although the English Quakers in and around the settlement
of Goose Creek, now Linclon, Virginia, had used ground Hova
Scotia Lime rock on their lands, it was. Binns who ground Lime-
stone at his }Mill, used 1f on his land and kept defailed records
of the effects this had on increased productivity of his crops.
He published his "Treatse on Practical Farming" later known as
the Loudoun sgstem of Agriculture, thus staring the Fertliwer
business in this country. Except for the earlier 1iills needed
for immediate use of the peovle of the vicinity, this fertlizing
brought the much depleated Tobacco lands of the area into _
excellent grain production, with an increase in Mill building
throughout the County for Commercial sale of the Flour. Not only
were there new Mills being built, but many of the existing earlier
ones were either taken down, re-located and enlarged, br merely
enlarged at their existing site. This Flour was shipped by wagon
to the Port Cities of Alexandria, Georgetown and Baltimore, and
later to the Potomac River Varehouse operators on the Chesapeake
and OChio Canal.

Naturally this activity greatly exvanded the grain farming
business and contributed to the economic improvement of the entire
Catoctin Valley, and accounts for many good Grain farms still in
operation today.,

Although Binns Mill was finally taken down in the 1930's,
and the materizl used in the restoration of some of the houses
in Waterford,. the property as well as the "Clover Hill" farm is
still in the ownership of decendants of taie origlnal owners.

The Catoctin Creek contributed also to the operation of the
"Kittoctan Iron Furnace", originally started by Josias Clapham,
a Trustee of Leesburg, a Ferry owner on tae Potomac River-just
above the mouth of the ilonocacy River in :laryland- and a highly
successful business man of the community. Joseph lartin, in his
Gazetteer of Vircipia 1836, describes the Iron Furnace as a highly
successful operation on the Potomac River obtaining its water
ower from the Catoctin Creek through a 530' long hand dug Tunnel
30" below the top of the Catoctin lountaia range. This Tunnel still
remains in tact today, although the Iron Furnace ceased operations
in the mid 1800's.,

© JOHN 6. L7IS
MAY 14 1976



As previously mentioned the Catoctin Creek Bridge (53-131)
is a State and Hational Register landmarl structure built by the
Variety Iron Viorks Company, Cleveland, Chio, in the late 1800's,
It was originally used for the Route 7 Dridge across Goose Creek
east of Ieesburg. When the new Bridge was built there in the 1930's,
this Truss Bridge was taken down and "re-cycled" at its present
site. It is the last of the large 140' long sipgle span Iron
Truss btridges left in all of Northern Virginia. The Engineer for
this was ir. Alfred Sftanton, the County Lngineer, who was a son of
Frederick P. Stanton, an owner of "Belmont™ (53-108), who was
-at one time the Governor of Kansas.

Another fributary of the Catoctin Creek, Broad Run, now
the Milltown Creek, had several mills on it dateing from the
early 1700's, as well as a daw :1ll, Rlacksmith Shop, and a
general small community around these. The Mill owners house is
in existance and is used as a residence(£53-329).

This brief historical background has been limited to the
Creek and operations associated with it, and does not attempt
to go 'into the history of the entire ares, with ifs numerous
remaining Log, Stone and Brick dwellings and outbuildings .still
in use, nor the developement of Religion here and the number of
good Church structures in use today.



CATOCTIN CREEK

This report has been prepared by the Sponsors of the Catoctin Creek
Watershed project and the Scil Conservaticen Service to inform the
public about the planning activities in the watershed and to solicit
public input into the planning process.

YOU, the public, the,
individuval, the citizen

of the Catoctin Creek
Watershed and. surrounding
area, are vital to our work
ir the watershed. We want
te know how you see TODAY'S
PHOBLEMS and TOMORROW'S
POTENTIALS in protecting,
erhancing, and/or developing
the water. and land resources
surrounding Catoctin Creek.

The following pages
contain background
data on the project,
a brief summary of
areas of community
concern, and some
ideas on possible
actions to solve
problems or to
develop potentials.

Please read this report. When you have finished complete the question-
naire and send it to us by September 9 so that we can utilize it in
our planning efforts.




- PUBLIC NOTICE -

The sponsors of the Catoctin Creek Watershed Project hereby
give notice that a public meeting will be held at 7:30 P.M.
September 16, 1976 in the School Board Annex, 30 West North Street,
Leesburg, Va. The pﬁrpose of the meetiﬁg is to explain the current
status of watershed planning activities and to solicit public opinicn
fegarding the proposed project. The project is being'planned by the
Loudoun County Board of Supervisors and the Loudoun Soil and Water
Conservation District with assistance from the Soil Conservation Service
and Forest Service, U.S5. Department of Agriculture, and the Virginia
Division of Forestry.

Interested citizens and organizations ars urged to attend this
meeting. Written comments and expressions of opinion are welcome-and
may be brought to the meeting or sent to the Loudoun Soil and Water

Conservation District, 137C South Catoctin Ci:cle, Leesburg, VA 22075,



CATOCTIN CREEK WATERSHED
Background Data

An application for project assistance urder the U.S. Department
of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service P.l., 566 Watershed Program
was filed in 1970. The main problems listed at that time were flooding,
inadequate water supply, lack of recreation facilities, envirommental
protection, and lack ‘of conservation measures on the land.

Sponsors of the project are the Loudoun County Board of Super-
visors and the Loudoun Soil and Water Conservation Pistrict. Planning
activities are guided by a Steering Committee composed of a representa-
tive of each spomnsoring organization plus a rapresentative from Purcell-
ville, Round Hill, Hamilton, Hillsboro and Lovettsville.

The watershed are of the North and South Forks of Catoctin Creek
comprises 36,567 acres, or 11 percent of the County's land area, is
located in the West Central protion of Loudoun County, Virginia, lying
between the Blue Ridge Mountains to the West, the Catoctin Mountains
to the East, and iIs bounded by Route 7 to the South. ﬁithin the water-
shed are located the towns of Hamilton, Purcelilville, Waterford, Hillsboro,
and Paeonian Springs.

The proximity of this region to the Washington Metropolitan Area,
combined with dual laning of Route 7, the major East-West transportation
corridor 1eading.from the Washington, D.C. area, has made the watershed
a nmatural recipient for suburban growth. The population within the area,

currently 4,254, is expected to increase by 4( percent by 1985,
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The Loudoun County Comprehensive Devzlopment Plan strongly
recommends that populationrgrowth within the watershed be largely
confined to existing population cengers with most of the area
remaining in agricultural or open-space use. The'steep.mountain
ranges and stream valleys will be largely devoted to open-space,
conservation, and recreational use, with %he rolling areas to
remain in agricultural usage.

WATERSHED DESCRIPTION:

The topography of the watershed is quite variable, ranging from
steep mountain slopes (13%) to broad rolling fields (80%) inter-
spersed with long, flat flood plains (7%).

Forest lands occupy 21 percent of the watershed. The majority
are located on the steep slopes of the Blue Ridge, Catoctin and Short Hill
Mountains. A small portion 1is scattered on farm lands. The types
of trees and shrubs are common to the area with healtﬁy red and white
caks in abundance.

The existing water supplies of tdwns within the watershed are
dependent upon wells, springs, and small reservoirs.

The Catoctin Creek experiences a wilde variation in discharge.
During severe dry seasons, flow ceases with resulting destruction of
fish and other aquatic life.

The estimated population in the watershed in 1968 was based
upon a land use housing survey conducted by the Department of
Planning and Zoning. At that time the estimated number of housing
units in the watershed was 1,293. The average number of persons
per housing unit for the Jefferson Magisterial District, as reported

in the preliminary 1970 Census, was 3.13. The population using



these figures is 4,047. Investigation of the final building inspec-
tion files reveals that 66 new dwelling units were constructed in the
watershed between 1968 and 1970. This brings the 1970 population
to 4,254. Over half of this population (2,485 in 794 housing units)
is concentrated in the towns of Hamilton, Furcellville, Waterford,
Hillsboro, and Paeonian Springs.

The major existing land uses within the Catoctin watershed
include the following:

TABLE 1

Existing T.and Use in the Catoctin Watershed

LAND USE ' _ ACRFAGE
Agricultural, Vacant, and Rural Residentia’ 33,428
Residential - Incorporated towns and villages 2,032
Commercial 117
Industrial 14
Public and Quasi-public 939
Historical

TOTAL

Source - Loudoun County Tax Assessment Records. - 1970
The majority of non-farm residences are clustered in and around
the towns of Purcellville, Hamilton, Waterford, Hillsboro, and Paeonian
Springs where densities of greater than one dwelling uﬁit per acre
aré éharaéteristic of existing development. The remaining developed
land uses are also concentrated around the centers listed above.
Recreational land consists of areas provided at public school
locations, the Appalachian Trail, and private areas. Although open

spaces within the area are abundant, public open spaces are non-existent,
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RATIONALE FOR ACTION AND WATERSHED PROGRAM

The County Board of Supervisors ha; r;cently adopted plans which
contain clear and specific policy statemeats about the develoPment
objectives in the Catoctin Watershed. These plans include the
Comprehensivé Development Plan and the Comprehensive Pl;n for Water
and Sewarage Facilities. The Water_énd Sewerage Facilitiesg Plan
proposes to implement growth concepts through the provision of
public.water and sewerage facilities to serve the development centers
The Board of Supervisors recently directed county agencies to proceed
with the Implementation of adopted plans and more specificall&,'plans
for serving development in western Loudoun County. The Board of
Supervisors desires to avoid haphazard growth and scattered.sub-
divisions in this area for the following 1easons:

1. The complexity of the drainage area makes it extremely
difficult to gauge the effects of development and plan for
facilities,

2. Open-space character.

3. Agricultural economy and land use.

4. Conservation - stream valley, woods, wildlife.

5. Recreation,

6. Non-existent transportation network.

7. High cost of public service.

8., Ground water recharge for ground and surface water supplies.

9. Maintenance and enhancement of water quality for this and
other areas of the county.

10. Placement and protection of large blocks of open space not

needed for development in the foreseeable future.



The Board believes that it can avoid scattered subdivision develop-

ment best by:

ll

3.

Encouraging growth in and around existing towns throuzh land

use regulations and the provisiorn of public facilities,

,EnQOuraging agricultural land use through land use regulationms,

supporting conservation and open--space programs, and a taxa-
tion policy.

Land use regulations and enforcement of health codes.

WATERSHED PROBLEMS - PRESENT AND POTENTIAL

Current problems within the watershed include:

Flooding

Water supply

Recreation

Open spaces

Pollution {agricultural, commercial and industrial)
Environmental protection
a. Wildlife

b. Aquatic life

¢. Natural vegetation
Visual image

Erosion and sedimentation

Population growth

The magnitude of these problems will increase as development

oceurs at an accelerated rate within the watershed. It is the desire

of all Loudoun citizens that this development occur in and around

existing towns, and that the productive and aesthetically pleasing



-7~
agricultural lands and open spaces be maintained for future genera-
tions to enjoy,

Annual and ﬁeriodic flooding occurs on the North and South
Forks of Catoetin Creek_inunda;ing roads, bridges, buildings,
agricultural, and quasi-public lands causing considerable damage.

The existing water supplies are inadequaté to meet the future
needs as projected by the Comprehensive Development Plan. Ground
water has been found Inadequate for use as a public water supply.
In fact, four of the towns within the watershed, and one town,
Round Hill, locatred adjacent to the watershed, are already experienc-—
ing water shortages in dry years.

Estimated water demands for the years 1980 and 1990 are:

Year Average Day Maximum Day
1980 1.33 million galloms 2.33 million gallons
1990 2.42 million gallons 4.24 million gallons

The Route 7 corridor area will experience the majority of the
growth and will require a regional system of water supply to adequately
meet projected demands.

At present, there is no public recreational use of the Catoctin
Creek. Excellent possibilities exist for such use in the watershed,
located within the Washington Metropolitan Area which 1s experiencing
the most rapid growth of any area in the east.

Presently, there are no public open spaces or recreational areas
within the watershed. Loudoun's anticipated growth and accelerating
land values make the need of preserving open space and providing
public open space and recreational areas z problem of paramount

importance.
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Catoctin Creek is a tributary of the Potomac River and empties
into the river less than 35 miles above tie water intake for Washing-
ton, D.C. Untreated and unabated rumoff which contains, among other
things, sediment, animal wastes, fertilizers, and insecticides, is
one of the greatest causes of stream pollution. While the problem
is not critical at the present time, the Catoctin Creek, nevertheless,
contributes to the pollution of the Potomac River, and this will
become more of a problem as development increases within the water-
shed,

Relatively minor flows of sewage fron both existing and proposed
sewerage systems are to be discharged into streams of the watershed
to be considered in the study relative to this application,

It iz, however, acknowledged that in some instances it may
become necessary to convey treated wastes beyond selgcted impoundment
locations or to other watersheds where water supplies'are not involved.

Wildlife, aquatic life, and natural vegetation exist to a limited
degree in the watershed. Future development could seriously disturb
the general balance of ecology unless positive measures are taken to
protect the environment.

One of the greatest challenges faced by Loudoun County is the
agsimilation of anticipated development imto the environment of this
beautiful watershed, while still maintaining the cherished assets of
the existing visual image. This can be accomplished only through

sound watershed planning and development.
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WORKS OF IMPROVEMENT NEEDED TO RECTIFY TH? PROBLEMS

10.

11.

Dams to retard flood waters

Land treatment

Channel rehabilitation

a. Bank stabilization

b. Removal gf debris from streams

Erection of one or more multi-purpose water supply structures
Erection of at least one or more multinpﬁrposé recreational struec-
tures

Improve land use management and utilization

Erosion and sediment contrel ordinances

Stream flow augmentation to enhance agquatic life

Planning to maintain a balance between agricultural, residential,
commercial, and industrial development, versus open space uses
Natural resources management to permit development patterns to
occur in an otderly and efficient manner

Establishment of comservation areas.

THESE MFASURES WILL:

1.

Check flooding and provide more efficient land ﬁsage th%ough con-—
trol of runoff and reduction of areas subject to flooding

Create a more favorable environment %within the streams, in order
to maintain fish and other aquatic lifa

Provide needed water supplies to assurz orderly development in
and around existing towns, as proposed in County Comprehensive
Development Plan

Create urgently needed water-based recreational facilities
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5. Allow for more efficient land utilization for agricultural and
conservation uses, essential to the acology of the region.

6. Minimize pollution through control of erosion and storm runoff
waters |

7. Create and maintain a desired balance between agricultural,
residential, commercial, industrial &évelopment, and open space
uses

8. Provide resource management for the orderly assimilation of
development into the environment of this_bgautiful watershed,
while still maintaining the cherished assets of the existing
visual image

9. Protect and provide guidelines for thz acquisition and develop~
ment of public open space

10. Provide the potential for a system of trails through the water-
shed to link with the Appalachian Tratil and the proposed Potcmac
Heritage Trail.

A program implemented under the ‘terms of the Watershed Protection
and Flood Prevention Act for the Catoctin Watershed would undoubtedly
correct many adverse conditions now existing in the streams and
vailey aréas of this watershed. A superficial analysis of the
benefits that may be derived from this prouject are extensive in
number including the development of a multi-purpose project which
would proﬁide a much needed water supply to meet the present and

future needs for a greater portion of Western Loudoun County.



Summary

The above has been a brief condensation of some of the areas of
concern and potentials for improvement in the quality,of life for the
inhabitants and visitors to the Catoctin Creek Watershed. Maﬁy
alternatives can be combined into a P.L. 566 Watershed Project, which
can be partially funded by the Federal Government. Many, however,
because of constraints on the program cannot, but ma& be fundable
under other State and Federal programs. We need your assistance. Let
us know how vou feel about these aspects so w2 can develop a plan that
will be acceptable, workable, and provide las:-ing community benefits.
Please help us by filling out and returning the attached questionnaire.
Additional copies of this report and questiomnaire are available at the
Loudoun Soil and Water Conservation District 0ffice, 137C South Catoctin

Circle, Room 206, Leesburg, Va.



17 April, 1974

Mr. P, Coldiron

Location and Design Engineer
Virginia Dept., of Highways
1221 E. Broad Street
Richwond, Virginia 23219

Dear Mr. Coldirom:

RE: Route 812 (Rest Howe Road)
Project 0812-053-173, C-501, B-632
Loudoun County
N. Fork Catoctin Creek

Thank you for our copy of the notice of the public
hearing on this project. I spoke with Mr. D.N. Simmers of your office about
this and he indicated that plans call for the removal of the old truss bridge
here. It {38 my understanding that at the time & new replacewent bridge was
built several years ago near this truss bridge, that there was considerable
local feeling that the old bridge be saved as the one remaining example of
its type near Hillsboro.

Possibly could the Highway Deparmént feel out the
possibilities that a local group may want to assume responsibility for the
old bridge in oxder that it can be saved?

Yours,

Junius R. Fishburae, Jr.
Executive Director

cc: Mr. Howard Newlon

bec: John G. Lewis



December 1974

Hr, Rob R, Blaclmore, Director
Commission ef Outdeor Recreation
Lighth Street Office Building
803 East Broad Street
Richmond, Virginla 23219

Dear Nr.

; of129 Norember 1974, the Loudoun
unamiously approved—our-request of a
of putting/tEEICatoct;Efgﬁa Gopme Creek

e

Thus you will ah;zgéﬁmfgﬁﬁéhgiving_a Resolutlon fron the Supervisors
requesting that you prateede with'this as soon as possible, ,

I am getting tog&ﬁher with,LfCemmitteo on Thursday 12 December
1974 %o make the recom hdgﬁipﬁ}fé you, for specific areas along each
wmtershead, which we fee ~gufficient qualgty for this consideration;
as uaturally the entire watershea ‘ﬁgd“nbt meet these standards. Thus
specific oubtstanding sections of e should be the areas which receive
his status. N
e . N \\ -

This 1s to ba presented to the Supervwisprs on 17 December 1974
and will be sent to you shortly thereafteil, for~your consideration,

Ve are now lining up the
in the Genmeral Assembly, and will you with
all the support pessible in that guarter.

As you know there are now no ,
either watershead, and the suppert is theré from property owners who
are fed up with continual threats of Impoundments for the benifit of
others outside of thas County. ,

I would greatly appreciate your advice, before the 12 December 1974
meeting ~ 1f possible - on how you want this presented to you and the
answers to the following inquiries regarding this;

1, Will this necessitate any specific change in the Zoning
catagory along these two imtersheads?



Yp, Rob R. Blackmore ' 4 December 1974

2+ What are your requirements as to delinatation as to
the area to be covered by thls recognition; i.e. the
stream bed it's self; at leant 250" eor the flood
plain or which ever is the greater distance from the
strean bed; or will you do this in your study?

3e E /;C‘t’ B‘ﬂ\}\ana valuea ad jacent to the designated areas?
\

4 1@ property ad jicent to these designated areas is sold
- &t a later-date to another owner, and should they fesire

a e in 7 of the deslignated area -~

f'or this%
I realize these ‘ may well depend upon your R
gtudy and it's recommfgdations.\However, {f you could provide me .+ -

with some basic inforhation on these questions it would be a great. i .

help with our meeting'of 12 Decémber 1974 and in my Recommendations
to the Supervisors on Y -Decsmber 1974.

T il e

Tharkyou for your time, inte
and please feel free to call which you .

feel we can provide, RPN W

L] I3 ..I\‘.“\'\ ‘: fl
Looking forward to hearing from y-o\rf.ﬂ%iart],_\g,

Sincerely, ' .

.1': ".
T
JUHH G HLHIS —

Chairman”
Scenic Rivers Commlittee

DIST: )
1 ce= ‘re Junius %, Fishburne, Jr.
¥r, william T, DSolger

-



Ton. Charles L. Jaddell

Soute 2, Sox 2U3B

£road Aun farms S

Sterling, Virginia 22170 0 Recmiven
- ™ VIRGIMIA HISTORIE  -°

Jear enator

Flrst ou far your sread peraonzl . _
today. Let us hope that-the case is decided on it's merits of ~
honest facts.\wall informed verasnnel and sentlemenly conduet on
behal? of Loudoun JTbunty and the §omaomaesn Lth.

Fursmant to owr

cony of the esolutis wrvisors of Loudoun Ceunty
conceruing the propes nation for both the Goose
and uatocﬂn Lreeks,

dgmflﬂ.ly Py Rev ive waavouns " hﬁr, vommiss ton of Cutdoop
“ecreation, and his staff eap ha e/‘a/ nac:assary infommbtion ready by
the 1975 teperal .issembly meeti;xgw N

in connection with this ysm m,,ht noiiat, s:ut ts them that they are
on record as recognlzing the value of Tgdse 'Lreek for such a degignation
and to avail themselves of the study dond 1§ the' Yivision of State
”‘lannin;s and | manity’ Affairs, suggesting that the loose Creel .atershead
placed in a oritieal sovironnestal arca; and fthe recent study done by
t.‘e :iedment Lnviroszental Council, 28-¢ liin Stpeet, larrenton, Vir iola
221386, of their Invironoeatal study of the

Also, I uneerstaad from revorts in tha Eﬁuquier Semoerat, tlat there
1s @ movezent %o place that part of the Ceose Creek under this sane
desi_natione Thus contact with their nemraerentation o $ie Ueneral
Agsently might help us all in tbias propasai.

ulsTs

1 co~ fa. Hist. landmaris Comm.
Divigisn of Jtate lamping | Community ffalrs
~lednont _avironmental -nuneil )
TS oy sdans, pen wmaee Comnlila, Lle Je



MEMBERS

M. LEEPAYNE
Chairman
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Vice Chairman
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Mr. John G. Lewis
The Minor Bartlow House
Hamilton, Virginia 22068

Dear Mr. Lewis:

Thank you for your recent let:zer concerning the”
possibility of scenic river de51gnat10n for Catoctln
and Goose Creeks. T

I am a bit uncertain as to what you mean when you
speak of specific areas along each watershed which should
be included in the scenic river designation. I presume
this means that you feel certain areas in the watershed
do not qualify for scenic river designation. We have
never approached the scenic river program by recommending
an entire watershed or even significant portions of the
watershed be included in a scenic river, even though we
are interested in what is happening in the watershed.

In regard to the several ques:ions you posed in
your December 4 letter, you are correct in stating that
the questions are rather broad and the answers would
depend upon a study and the recommendations. We would
assess the scenic, natural and his:toric gualities of the
stream and recommend a sufficient amount of land on each
side of the stream be set aside to protect these qualities.
It could be as much as 400 feet on each side of the stream,
and the method of protection could be fze acguisition,
copen-space easements, local land use controls or a
combination of any of these. I am sure you understand
that I cannot fully answer these gquestions without knowing
more about the two streams and other matters that would
relate to scenic rivers.



Mr. John G. Lewis
Page two
December 10, 1974

I would appreciate your keeping me posted of
meetings that are belng held concerning Catoctln and
Goose Creeks as scenic rivers.

Sincerely,

)

Rob R: 1£bkmore
Director

cc:v/Mr. Junius Fishburne
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May 13, 1976

Mr. Junius R. Fishburne, Jr.
Director

Historic Landmarks Commission
221 Governor Street

Richmond, Virginia 23219

Dear Junius:

The Commission of Outdoor Recreaticon in conjunction
with a task force of local citizens is about to begin a
scenic river study of Catoctin Creek in Loudoun County.
The segment of Catoctin to be studied is €Ha¥ portion -
between Waterford and its confluence with the Potomac River.
This study will be similar to our recent Goose Creek study
in that the majority of the work will be done by the local
task force with support and guidance from us.

In order to insure that we can be of most assistance
to the citizen group and to make sure that the results are
realistic and viable, we would like to solicit your
cooperation and assistance. It would be particularly
helpful to us if you would appoint a staff membec to serve
as our liaison with your agency during the study. John Davy,
a member of our planning staff, has been designated COR
staff coordinator for this study. As the study progresses,
we will send you draft coplies of the report for review and
comment.

We look forward to working with you as we study
Catoctin Creek and its potential for inclusion in the State's
Scenic River Systemn.

Rob R. Blackmore
Director



Scenic

rivers

At a special ceremony in Richmond on Thursday, March 3, Virginia’s Governor
Mills Godwin signed into law two bills approved by the 1977 General Assembly
establishing two more scenic rivers in the state, bringing the total to four. Look-
ing on are Loudoun State Senator Charles Waddell {left forefront) who was chief
patron of the bill designating 16 miles of the Catoctin Creek in Loudoun County,
from the town of Waterford to the Potomac River, and Delegate Norman Sisisky
(right forefront) of Petersburg, who sponsored the legislation designating as a
scenic river a five-mile stretch of the Appomattox River. Also attending the
ceremony were the three Loudoun-Prince William State Delegates and interested
Loudoun citizens, including several students from the Leesburg Christian Scheol
Loudoun’s Broad Run High School.
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The Catoctin Creek Scenic Rivers
bill, along with the Appemattox Scenic¢
River hill, was signed into Jaw in a joint
ceremony by Virginia Gov, Mills God-
win last week.

___ The Catoctin Creek Scenic Rivers
bill, sponsored by State Sen. Charles
Wardell, was signed March 3. This
legislation designated the 16-mile stret-
ch of Catoctin Creek in Loudoun County
as a scenic river, protecting it from in-
dustrial encroachment and preserving
it for future generations in ils present
state,

As the General Assembly came toa
close March 5, Sen. Waddeil sum-
marized his efforts for the session.
Primary among the legislation he spon-
sored, he said, was Senate Bill 778,
which passed both House and Senate,
and provides that the State Board of
Housing outline building design stan-
dards to meet the needs of the han-

in Richmond

Ancther piece of legislation dealing
with the handicapped was Senate Bill
681, which passed both houses and will
require all state agencies possessing
records of visually handicapped per-
sons to report the names of these per-
sons annually to the Commission on the
Visually Handicapped so that they may
be informed of the services the Com-
mission offers,

Waddell’s resolution to provide tax
incentives for businesses awarding con-
tracts to facilities serving the han-
dicapped has passed both Senate and
House and only remains to be signed by
the Governor. .

The agricultural gistriets bill, Wad-
dell said, was the final bill to pass the
Senate, passinz 17-14. It will allow
assimilation into districts of from 500
to 3.500 xcres of land, and “'go a long
way to preserve agriculture, Virginia's

Catoctin River Bill Signed

main industry.”

Senate Bill 919, which Waddell
sponsored, passed both houses of the
Assembly, providing for prosecution of
employers who fail to pay lheir em-
ployees when a business closes out.

_ One bill of interest to Northern
Virginia was H. B. 855, or the An-
nexation bill. Defeated by the Senate by
a close vote, the bill would have been a
way to focus more attention on a
problem affecting many areas of
Virginia. Waddell said, “I voted in
favor of the bill because I feel it would
have been a step forward in solving a
very complicated problem.”

Catoctin Creek Voted a Virginia Scenic River

ixteen miles of Catoctin Creek in Loudoun County, Virginia, between the town of
Waterford and the Potomac, have been approved as a scenic river by the Virginia
General Assembly. With Goose Creek, Catoctin becomes the second river in Loudoun
to achieve scenic status, '
Scenicriver status in Virginia means that the rivers are protected under state law that
prevents the construction of dams or other impediments without specific approval of

the legislature,

The creek flows through a region of Loudoun County rich in historic sites, but
without any industrial development. The Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority,
along with the state’'s Commission of Qutdoar Recreation, will now be preparing a
management plan for the river, and an advisory committee of citizens in the area will aid
in preparing the plans.

Under the proposal, Loudoun County’s flood plain zoning ordinance wouid be
considered as a way of limiting usage along the river for agriculture, conservation, and

recreation,

According te John Lewis of the county’s scenic rivers committee, the state and
regional park authority have agreed to administer both Goose and Catoctin Creeks as
“scenic, historic, environmental, and open space resources with a minimal emphasis

on recreational use.”

The flow of Catoctin Creek is too low during summer months for any water-using
industry, according to a report prepared by the state. However, the cresk has been
mentioned as a possible site for & high-flow skimming operation from the Potomac, but
the state says this is not considered a practical solution to the prablems of water
supply for Northern Virginia.” The Army Corps of Engineers, which named Catoctinina .
Washington water supply report, did not, however, listthe creek as a praferred site.



