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Letter from the Chairman....

On behalf of the Directors and staff of the Loudoun
Soil and Water Conservation District, | am pleased to present
our 2007 Annual Report. The following pages provide an
overview of our programs as well as a summary of our efforts
during the past year.

For over 60 years, Loudoun County has been served
by a Soil and Water Conservation District. Initially, the focus
was upon agricultural land use and its effect on the
environment. Today, environmental challenges spring from
a complex mix of land uses, including residential,
commercial, industrial, and agricultural, a growing population,
and increasing vehicular traffic. To address these issues,
the District and its federal, state, and local conservation
partners offer a variety of programs specifically designed for
the agricultural sector, rural and suburban communities,
business, and industry.

Education is extremely important to “getting the word
out” and is an integral part of District programs and activities.
Audiences include local government, business and industry,
schools, and the general public. Indoor and outdoor
classrooms, field visits, hands on activities, such as stream
monitoring and tree plantings, are examples of programs
provided during the past year. The District also participates
actively in local land use planning to promote conservation
of soil and water resources as a priority and necessary
component of planned development.

In closing, | wish to thank our conservation partners-
the Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation,
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service, USDA-
Farm Service Agency, Virginia Cooperative Extension
Service, Virginia Department of Forestry, County of Loudoun,
and the many individuals who work with us-for their support.
By working together, we have the best chance to create a
cleaner, more productive environment for all.

Sincerely,

A

James B. Christian
Chairman

Who we are .....

Soil and water conservation districts are an important part of
the nationwide partnership of federal, state, and local agencies
working together to conserve natural resources and improve
water quality. The Loudoun District is one of 47 districts in
Virginia. The districts, which are political subdivisions of the
Commonwealth of Virginia, are alike in many ways, but each
one has unique aspects.

The Loudoun District works with Federal, State, and local
authorities and the private sector to address Loudoun’s soil
and water conservation needs. It promotes educational and
technical programs in the field of natural resources
conservation, provides advice on the handling of conservation
issues to governmental entities and private citizens, and
administers programs aimed at specific goals.

District operations are directed by a Board of five Directors
(three elected in the general election process, two appointed
by the Virginia Soil and Water Conservation Board) and carried
out by professional staff. Conservation efforts are further
enhanced by the District’s Associate Directors and the
programs of cooperating agencies.

State and local appropriations, grants, and proceeds from
District special programs account for the District’s income.
The District is professionally audited on a regular basis.

District Directors, staff, and representatives of cooperating
agencies meet the first Wednesday of each month. The public
is welcome to attend. Board work sessions and standing
committee meetings are held as needed.

Mission Statement: The Loudoun Soil and Water Conservation District is
responsible for the conservation work within its boundaries (Loudoun
County)*. The mission of the District is to provide leadership in recognizing
and addressing soil and water. coriservation issues and problems, both
existing and potential, and to promote and develop education and technical
programs which will meet the agricultural and urban conservation needs of
our District.

*Soil and Water Conservation Law, Code of Virginia, Title 10.1.500

Vision Statement: The Loudoun Soil and Water Conservation District will
be the medium through which individuals, organizations, and agencies
promote and support a conservation ethic for land, water, and other natural
resources to preserve the environment, aesthetics, and community assets
of Loudoun County




L Conservation Programs and Technical Assistance: Rural

The rural and urban conservation programs of the Loudoun
Soil and Water Conservation District are specifically
designed to help protect and enhance natural resources.
Principal concerns are water quality and quantity of surface
and ground water and the control of point source and
nonpoint source pollution, soil conservation and prevention
of erosion, and the wise use of forests and the preservation
of tree cover. FYO07 efforts included the following:

Ag BMP Programs

The Virginia Agricultural BMP (Best Management
Practices) Cost-Share and Tax Credit Program
administered by the District, is the largest program of its
type in Loudoun County. In FY07, $245,501.53, including
$25,404 related to the 319/TMDL Program, was paid in
cost-share to farmers and landowners for implementation
of BMPs which reduce the levels of nonpoint source
pollution and protect Loudoun’s streams and land. In
addition, these practices, which reduce levels of nitrogen,
phosphorus, sediment and bacteria in the waterways of
the Potomac watershed, help Virginia meet the goals of
the Potomac Tributary Strategy and the Catoctin TMDL
Implementation Plan.

Summary of Practices Cost-Shared 07/01/06-06/30/07

SL-1 Permanent Grass 139 acres planted $ 29,558.75
SL-6 Water Systems 21 systems installed $100,410.15
SL-8B Cover Crop 720 acres planted $ 19,789.50
SL-11 Critical Area 1.5 acres planted $ 3,150.00
WP-2 Stream Protection 7.1 miles fence $ 64,301.63
FR-1 Reforestation 16.5 acres planted $ 2,887.50
AG BMP C-S PAYMENTS $220,097.53
TMDL C-S PAYMENTS (See Page #4) $ 25,404.00

TOTAL PAYMENTS $ 245,501.53

In FY07, 39 land users/owners who implemented certain
BMPs also qualified for a Virginia Tax Credit. The tax credit
rate is 25% of the total eligible cost, not to exceed $17,500.
Only the portion of the total cost of the BMP that the land
user/owner contributed is used to determine the tax credit.
Contact District Agronomist Patricia Mcllvaine at (703) 777-
2075, ext. 104 to learn more about this program.

Other programs available to Loudoun farmers and
landowners through the USDA-Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) included USDA’s
Conservation Reserve Program, Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program, Farm and Ranchland Protection
Program, Environmental Quality Incentive Program,
Grassland Reserve Program, Wetlands Reserve Program
and Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program. The Leesburg
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NRCS Field Office is co-located with the Loudoun District;
for information about these federal programs, contact
NRCS District Conservationist Larry Wilkinson at (703)
777-2075, ext. 102.

Conservation Farm Plans

In FYO7 USDA-NRCS and District staff assisted local
farmers and others in the preparation and implementation
of 197 conservation plans for approximately 4,415 acres
of land. These plans are an excellent land management
tool and help owners to meet requirements for
participation in certain state and federal ag-related
programs as well as in the agricultural or horticultural
options of the County’s Land Use Tax (LUT) Assessment
Program.

A database has been created to allow staff to better
coordinate with Loudoun County government about land
in LUT, land up for Ag/Forestal District renewal, and
applications for barn permits.

Older farm plans are being updated to include new GIS
maps that provide soils, floodplain, mountainside, and
topographic information.

Technical Assistance

Rural: Designing BMPs, working with the farmer or
landowner during the implementation, following up to
make sure a practice is “performing” as it should, or
making field visits on request to talk about changes or
modifications to a farmer/land owner operation are all a
part of technical assistance. This interaction between
the land user and District and NRCS technical staff
typically results in the implementation of the best BMPs
to protect the environment and water quality. During the
past year, approximately 2,600 contacts were made.
Other sources of technical assistance included the
Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation,
Virginia Department of Forestry, the Virginia Cooperative
Extension Service, and the County Office of Agricultural
Development within the County Department of Economic
Development.




&.and Urban.. .

News Notes
Urban/Suburban: District Directors and staff worked CONSERVATION AWARS

with units of government and agencies (federal, state,
and local), homeowners, homeowners associations, and
groups and organizations involved in conservation and
environmentally-oriented special projects. Highlights
included the following programs and activities:

* District Liaison Peter Holden continued to serve on
the County Department of Building and Development’s
Environmental Review Team which meets weekly to
review development plans and makes field visits if
needed.

» District staff provided technical assistance to individual
homeowners and HOAs, most common problems being
erosion and drainage, improper lawn care, and, in the
case of HOAs, maintenance of open space.

* District Agronomist Patricia Mcllvaine continued her
work with Wancopin Watershed Neighbors, the Town
of Middleburg, The Hill School, Middieburg Elementary
School and other groups and individuals to do stream
monitoring, plant riparian buffers, provide educational
opportunities and conduct the sixth Annual Middleburg
Arbor Day Celebration in the Wancopin Watershed.

* Directors and staff continued to partner with the Town
of Leesburg to further the storm drain marking project
with other groups throughout Leesburg and especially
Leesburg elementary schools. Classroom presentations
of the Enviroscape Watershed Model were used to
educate students about the effects of pollution on our
local watershed.

* The District sponsored the Loudoun Arbor Day Poster
Contest, set up exhibits, conducted a tree planting
activity and provided free tree seedlings for about 500
participants at the 19" Annual Loudoun Arbor Day
Celebration.

In addition to the above referenced programs and
activities, Directors and staff continued to serve on a
variety of Boards and Committees concerned with
environmental issues including the County Water
Resource Technical Advisory Committee, Strategic
Watershed Management Steering Committee, the
Goose Creek Scenic River Advisory Committee, the
Potomac Council, the Potomac Watershed Round-
table, Virginia Association of Conservation District
Employees Association Committee, and the Virginia
Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts
Education Committee.

On October 3, 2006 before the U
Loudoun County Board of '
Supervisors and, following the
meeting, at a special awards
funch, Arlene Janney and
John Janney (Bay Friendly/
Clean Water Farm Award), [
Robert Peeler and Valerie
Hubanks (Conservation &
Farmer), Eric Wells and Mark |
Hassinger of West Dulles
Properties, LLC, (Urban
Conservationist) and the
Environmental Review Team
of the County Department of
Building and Development (Conservation Group) were
recognized for their efforts in natural resources
conservation.

Pete Holden presents
“Conservation Group” award to

William Marsh, Loudoun County
Environmental Review Team.
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Jay Frankenfield, Conservation Technician and family

LSWCD Welcomes New Staff Member

Jay Frankenfield accepted the position of part-time
Conservation Technician in January 2007.

Jay graduated from the University of Richmond Robins
School of Business in 1991 and received a MBA from
Pennsylvania State University in 1999. In 2005 he earned
a Certificate of Graduate Study in Natural Resources at
Virginia Tech, focusing on ecosystem management,
conservation ecology, energy resources, and geographic
information systems.

Prior to working at the LSWCD, Jay worked in the
environmental remediation industry, participating in
hazardous waste cleanups on military bases, in oil
refineries and on a Superfund site. In 2002, he moved
to Loudoun County while working for MCI as a systems
analyst. He has also worked as the winemaker’s
assistant at Tarara Winery in Lucketts, Virginia.

Jay lives in Lucketts with his wife, Barbara, and daughter
Lily, born in March 2007.






